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Before You Read The following words in the document below may be
new to you: heeding, restive, partisan. You may want to use a dictionary to
look them up.

My daily job is to shuttle between government and business, trying to
explain government to business, working primarily in the interest of
business.

I spend my mornings talking to businessmen callers . . . listening to their
troubles, suggesting courses which are in line, or not too far out of line,
with government policies . . .

If all the views of all the businessmen could be condensed into a brief
address to Washington, perhaps the address would be something like this:

We know you have a hard job. We recognize the necessity for reforms,
some of which must affect us. But you are forcing reforms on us faster than
we can digest them . . . We accept your general leadership in the
emergency, but we find your orders vague, and we don’t know just what to
do. Can’t you reduce your program to something a little more definite, and
tell us what it is, so that we may know how to plan ahead? If you will do
this, we in turn will immediately increase our business, and provide more
jobs than you are providing, and end the depression more quickly than you
are ending it.

But the government shows few signs of heeding the pleas of business
.. . business sentiment is becoming more restive, more impatient, more
disposed to abandon its previous timidity. The movement will come to a
head some time late this year. It will have nothing to do with the elections.
It will not be partisan. It will be evident in a burst of “plain speaking” from
various business groups. Some people will call it a “business revolt.”

—W.M. Kiplinger
“Why Business Men Fear Washington”
Scribner’s (October 1934)

1. According to W.M. Kiplinger, how did business leaders feel about the New Deal?

2. What two possible outcomes did Kiplinger seem to be predicting for the future?
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DOCUMENT 3

Before You Read The following word in the document below may be new
to you: plutocrats. You may want to use a dictionary to look it up.

It is not out of place for me to say that the support which I brought to Mr.
Roosevelt to secure his nomination and election as President . . . was on the
assurances which I had that he would take the proper stand for the
redistribution of wealth in the campaign. He did that much in the
campaign; but after his election, what then? . . .

It was after my disappointment over the Roosevelt policy, after he
became President, that [ saw the light. I soon began to understand that,
regardless of what we had been promised, our only chance of securing the
fulfillment of such pledges was to organize the men and the women of the
United States so that they were a force capable of action, and capable of
requiring such a policy from the lawmakers and from the President after
they took office. That was the beginning of the Share Our Wealth Society
movement . . .

Even after the present President of the United States had thrown down
the pledge which he had made time after time, and rather indicated the
desire, instead, to have all the common people of America fed from a half-
starvation dole, while the plutocrats of the United States were allowed to
wax richer and richer, even after that, [ made the public proposition that if
he would return to his promise and carry out the pledge given to the people
and to me that, regardless of all that had passed, I would again support his
administration to the limit of my ability.

Of course, however, I was not blind; I had long since come to the
understanding that he was chained to . . . other interests which made
impossible his keeping the words which he uttered to the people.

—Huey P. Long, U.S. Senator
Circular to members of the Share Our Wealth Society

1. Why did Senator Huey Long at first support and then later oppose President Franklin
Roosevelt?

2. According to Long, what was the purpose of the Share Our Wealth Society?
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DOCUMENT 4

Before You Read The following words in the document below may be
new to you: castigated, usurers, plaudits, spurious. You may want to use a
dictionary to look them up.

At last, when the most brilliant minds amongst the industrialists, bankers
and their kept politicians had failed to solve the cause of the needless
depression, there appeared upon the scene of our national life a new
champion of the people, Franklin Delano Roosevelt! . . .

With the whip of his scorn he castigated these usurers who exploited the
poor . .. No man in modern times received such plaudits from the poor as
did Franklin Roosevelt when he promised to drive the money-changers
from the temple—the money-changers who had clipped the coins of wages,
who had manufactured spurious money, and who had brought proud
America to her knees.

March 4, 1933! I shall never forget the inaugural address, which seemed
to re-echo the very words employed by Christ Himself as He actually
drove the money-changers from the temple . . . But [ am constrained to
admit that “Roosevelt and ruin” is the order of the day, because the money-
changers have not been driven from the temple . . .

... the Democratic platform is discredited before it is published. Was
there not a 1932 platform? By Mr. Roosevelt and its colleagues, was it not
regarded as a solemn pledge to the people? Certainly! [But] it was plowed
under like the cotton, slaughtered like the pigs . . .

Alas! The temple still remains the private property of the money-
changers. The golden key has been handed over to them for safekeeping—
the key which now is fashioned in the shape of a double cross!

—Father Charles E. Coughlin
Radio address, “Roosevelt and Ruin,” June 19, 1936

1. How did Father Charles Coughlin’s assessment of President Franklin Roosevelt
change over time?

2. How is Coughlin’s address similar to and different from the passage in Document 3?
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DOCUMENT 5

I suppose from your point of view the work relief, old age pensions, slum
clearance and all the rest seems like a perfect remedy for all the ills of this
country, but I would like you to see the results, as the other half see them.

We have always had a shiftless, never-do-well class of people whose
one and only aim in life is to live without work. [ have . . . tried to help
some of the most promising and have seen others try to help them, but it
can’t be done. We cannot help those who will not try to help themselves
and if they do try a square deal is all they need, and by the way that is all
this country needs or ever has needed: a square deal for all and then, let
each one paddle their own canoe, or sink.

There has never been any necessity for any one who is able to work,
being on relief in this locality, but there have been many eating the bread
of charity and they have lived better than ever before. I have had taxpayers
tell me that their children came from school and asked why they couldn’t
have nice lunches like the children on relief . . .

During the worst of the depression many of the farmers had to deny their
families butter, eggs, meat etc. and sell it to pay their taxes and then had to
stand by and see the dead-beats carry it home to their families by the arm
load, and they knew their tax money was helping pay forit. .. The
crookedness, selfishness, greed and graft of the crooked politicians is
making one gigantic racket out of the new deal and it is making this a
nation of dead-beats and beggars and if it continues the people who will
work will soon be nothing but slaves for the pampered poverty rats and |
am afraid these human parasites are going to become a menace to the
country unless they are disfranchised . . .

Is it any wonder the taxpayers are discouraged by all this penalizing of
thrift and industry to reward shiftlessness . . . ?

—M.A.H., a woman in Columbus, Indiana
Letter to Eleanor Roosevelt, December 14, 1937

1. What does the writer of the letter think of President Roosevelt’s New Deal programs?

2. What does the letter writer suggest should be done with the relief programs?
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