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D6*<=:>1 ?2'>< @ AB* ' At the end of World War II the United States
and the Soviet Union divided Korea into two occupation zones. This
division became permanent when the two sides could not agree on a single
government for the country. The United States then set up the Republic of
Korea to govern the south, and the Soviets installed a Communist regime
in the north. After U.S. and Soviet troops withdrew, relations were tense
between the two Korean governments. In June 1950 North Korea invaded
South Korea. A year earlier, Communist forces had prevailed in the
Chinese Civil War. U.S. leaders did not want another Asian nation to fall
to communism, and so the United States quickly responded to the North
Korean invasion.

*1 6- ""Using information from the documents and your knowledge of
American history, answer the questions that follow each document in
Part A. Your answers to the questions will help you write the Part B essay.

CO/#!

D;=A>*;< @' Examine the following documents and answer the short-
answer questions that follow each document.

D<>38 A@ ("

It is possible that the South Koreans may themselves contain and repulse
the attack and, if so, this is the best way. If, however, it appears that they
cannot do so, then we believe that United States force should be used . . .
To sit by while Korea is overrun by unprovoked armed attack would start a
disastrous chain of events leading most probably to world war.

—John Foster Dulles and John Allison
Telegram to President Harry Truman, June 25, 1950

1. What did the writers of the telegram hope would happen?

2. What advice did they give to President Harry Truman, and why?
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The Korean War

DOCUMENT 6

Before You Read The following words in the document below may be
new to you: armistice, heretofore, premise, attrition. You may want to use
a dictionary to look them up.

6. Failure of the current armistice negotiations would indicate the desire of
the enemy to prolong the hostilities in Korea, possibly for an indefinite
period at approximately the same scale as heretofore. The Joint Chiefs of
Staff consider that the measures which they now recommend in that
premise would, in all probability, be sufficient to maintain military
pressure on the Communist forces in Korea but would not be adequate to
achieve a conclusive military decision in the Korean struggle.

7. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have considered other military courses of
action for the attainment of a military decision which would allow
achievement of a political settlement of the Korean problem satisfactory to
the United States. They have concluded that any such military courses of
action would require the employment of significant additional United
States forces and means.

8. From the United States military point of view, the immobilization of
United States ground, air, and naval forces in inconclusive operations in
Korea over an indefinite period of time with the attendant attrition of
manpower and materiel may become unacceptable. Moreover, it must be
expected that, in the event armistice negotiations fail, United States public
opinion may demand the adoption of military measures adequate to
achieve a satisfactory military conclusion of the Korean struggle. The Joint
Chiefs of Staff are aware of the implications involved in the intensification
of military action in Korea on a greatly increased scale.

—Omar Bradley, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
NSC-118, Report for the Commander of UN Forces, November 9, 1951

1. What was the military situation in Korea at the time of this report?

2. What did Chairman Omar Bradley suggest might happen if the armistice negotiations
failed?
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Name Class Date
Activity 13 Document-Based Activity
The Korean War

Writing a Document-Based Essay

HISTORICAL CONTEXT At the end of World War II the United States
and the Soviet Union divided Korea into two occupation zones. This
division became permanent when the two sides could not agree on a single
government for the country. The United States then set up the Republic of
Korea to govern the south, and the Soviets installed a Communist regime
in the north. After U.S. and Soviet troops withdrew, relations were tense
between the two Korean governments. In June 1950 North Korea invaded
South Korea. A year earlier, Communist forces had prevailed in the
Chinese Civil War. U.S. leaders did not want another Asian nation to fall
to communism, and so the United States quickly responded to the North
Korean invasion.

TASK Using information from the documents and your knowledge of
American history, write an essay in which you:

+ Explain how the United States responded to the North Korean invasion
of South Korea in 1950.

 Discuss the challenges that Americans faced during the Korean War.

Part B

DIRECTIONS Using the information from the documents provided and
your knowledge of history, write a well-organized essay that includes an
introduction, a body of several paragraphs, and a conclusion. In the body of
the essay, use examples from at least !" #$documents. Support your
response with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional
outside information.

GUIDELINES
In your essay, be sure to:

* Address all aspects of the ! "#$ by accurately analyzing and
interpreting at least " #$documents.

» Incorporate information from the documents in the body of the essay.
» Incorporate relevant outside information.

» Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details.

* Use a logical and clear plan of organization.

* Introduce the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a
simple statement of the ! "#$ or %& ()&"+- (. '/0'.

» Conclude the essay with a summation of the theme.

Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. All rights reserved.
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Sources

Document-Based Activity

Document 5

Sourc e John J. McCloy, Assistant Secretary
of War, explains to John W. Pehle, Director,
War Refugee Board, that the War Department
cannot authorize the bombing of Auschwitz,
November 18, 1944,

web site:
http://www.pbs.org/webh/amex/holocaust/
filmmore/reference/primary/bombjohn.html

Document 6

Sourc e David S. Wyman, The Abandonment
of the Jews: America and the Holocaust
1941-1945, New York: Pantheon Books,
1984, pp. 296, 299-300.

Document 7

Sourc e “Survivors in Mauthausen open one of
the crematoria ovens for American troops who
are inspecting the camp,” Photo 77019, United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

ACTIVITY 13: THE KOREAN WAR
Document 1

Sourc e Cynthia Rose, project ed. American
Decades Primary Sources, 1950-1959.
Detroit: Gale, 2004, p. 215.

Document 2

Sourc e Encyclopedia of the Korean War,
Vol. 3. Edited by Spencer C. Tucker. Santa
Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, Inc., 2000,

pp. 875-876.

Document 3

Sourc e Encyclopedia of the Korean War,
Vol. 3. Edited by Spencer C. Tucker. Santa
Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, Inc., 2000,

pp. 926-927.

Document 4

Sourc e From War in Korea: The Report of a
Woman Combat Correspondent by Marguerite
Higgins. Copyright 1951 by Marguerite
Higgins. Reproduced by permission of
Doubleday, a division of Random House,
Inc., www.randomhouse.com.
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Document 5

Sourc e Map of Communist Advances in
East Asia

Corbis website: http://pro.corbis.com
Image: U954934ACME

Document 6

Sourc e Encyclopedia of the Korean War,
Vol. 3. Edited by Spencer C. Tucker. Santa
Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, Inc., 2000, p. 981.

Document 7

Sourc e Encyclopedia of the Korean War,
Vol. 3. Edited by Spencer C. Tucker. Santa
Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, Inc., 2000, p. 996.

ACTIVITY 14: THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT

Document 1

Sourc e From Revolutionary Suicide by
Huey P. Newton, with the assistance of

J. Herman Blake. Copyright © 1973 by
Huey P. Newton. Reproduced by permission
of Harcourt, Inc.

Document 2

Sourc e Quotes by Linda Bryant Hall and
Bob Lucas from Voices of Freedom: An Oral
History of the Civil Rights Movement from the
1950s Through the 1980s, edited by Henry
Hampton and Steve Fayer. Copyright © 1990
by Blackside, Inc. Reproduced by permission
of Bantam Books, a division of Random
House, Inc., www.randomhouse.com.

Document 3

Sourc e Police Arresting Looters During
1967 Newark Riots

Corbis website: http://pro.corbis.com
Image: BE020706

Document 4

Sourc e Let Freedom Ring: A Documentary
History of the Modern Civil Rights Movement.
Edited by Peter B. Levy. New York: Praeger
Publishers, 1992, pp. 191-192.

Document-Based Activities



