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Activity 13 Document-Based Activity
The Korean War

Using Source Materials

HISTORICAL CONTEXT At the end of World War II the United States
and the Soviet Union divided Korea into two occupation zones. This
division became permanent when the two sides could not agree on a single
government for the country. The United States then set up the Republic of
Korea to govern the south, and the Soviets installed a Communist regime
in the north. After U.S. and Soviet troops withdrew, relations were tense
between the two Korean governments. In June 1950 North Korea invaded
South Korea. A year earlier, Communist forces had prevailed in the
Chinese Civil War. U.S. leaders did not want another Asian nation to fall
to communism, and so the United States quickly responded to the North
Korean invasion.

TASK Using information from the documents and your knowledge of
American history, answer the questions that follow each document in
Part A. Your answers to the questions will help you write the Part B essay.

Part A

DIRECTIONS Examine the following documents and answer the short-
answer questions that follow each document.

DOCUMENT 1

It is possible that the South Koreans may themselves contain and repulse
the attack and, if so, this is the best way. If, however, it appears that they
cannot do so, then we believe that United States force should be used . . .
To sit by while Korea is overrun by unprovoked armed attack would start a
disastrous chain of events leading most probably to world war.

—John Foster Dulles and John Allison
Telegram to President Harry Truman, June 25, 1950

1. What did the writers of the telegram hope would happen?

2. What advice did they give to President Harry Truman, and why?

Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. All rights reserved.

! 97 " HSYR (), - 1 $)A00 -!



BEEEEEEEEEEEEEE: %0" BYBREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Yo
- HY L)% - ¥646%

The Korean War

Activity 13%

DOCUMENT 2

Before You Read¥D:. 3% ([ F4 9%, 8% % 3%, -. # § OB, F % " 696PYeSF %
4%, . Q6" #B% (A, . % "6%"/ £ %) SV8a4 4 | "8B6% % , | Yo7 Ao

D: $%6+'- | %0 % $B7. <(4 Yo , S YARAK" ) YOS Dt " (Y 9% % $%')4 %
T-ATS) YooK/ 4S5 " +4] )% "S+STAAD: SUS- . H+Bo, . / -4(YE6:$%
KI 4+$B +4] )% $+%o00.$BM $)+IBOSK/ 4+Fh+45) /% F%I, 8 Yo%
W, YN( -1 9B % SVEST |, [ 6. / 2" 690 | TRQ: 35" )53 B 6(D: Lt A6
R)-8S%, . § VESSH $Vor - | %$9"/ Al

3+ Wb $S+ D96 SYb-. S4Bh, . [ -4(T6))$2088), (. +4, %: 4: W (($Dh
E Sh:$%tt $244598)) "+4/ Yo, )+MA-8% 2% S $FA+28' F " (%ob6:$%
45"24 9% , 7)% % $% B6WD: + %' 8 (S 2% : 4 : BM $) 62% $%6
# S <BYUYEO:SKS 4+FB +4]) %, IBEB' 4/0B # B4 9V 26, %5V 8+:$8 %
"908)), § % 2% %)) 494 % SHTS-. 4 / Y04 JB), (. 4 / AD: $%
SB78D) F + MY Db, 54U/ 4 | % % P . 3H6%, . / - 4%t 6529 " 6%
BB # % $% $54 9)94 296 S, 5400, 539 # F 06') BHE ) $2% % 77, 806 $%
YL -AN), (. 4/ AR80

D:8.9:,.04,/2"69 | SN 96 34 5" 239 % / 4 . $2% BVt - | %4t %
I, %B52% % ), (. 44 / YoEH PUoS- . 8469, . / - LYo T/ 482%" 4 | ) Ao
3--, 24 9(6:% %R % 77, 806 $Bb), (. 4 /9 290 % W "/ 4, . )%
" 254 S, SHWBAYI 2% 44+ BV + , HD) IR/DI20K / 4E2%+ -6) VBV 2%
)$'% 8 )% BB B, 85'/ W, 539 # ¥ O , 7)% 58 2% 77, 80

Y/ 9. $)2" 690 | SHZ+ YaaB6 K/ 4852%" 4 | )%S$-. 8¥6%, . | - 4% $%b
"O"4 U 298" )) S2YNS- , | 29b), (. 4 | OB, # # Y 24 9% "0 B <BY Yo $%
K/ 482%" 4 | Y96 8 4: % % $BS$7. <(4 YD, 86" % - : VeV % B: 965%
1 $-9))" 8% BB7H(%6 Yo+ - | SABAR Yo. # <S80 S <$B¥6" 44 | ) %" SHYEEB2%
# 44 6% T7, 8680t SBT) Y)Y+ / - T S $H/ 462% "4 [ )V 4 | %
+BE7H%.$Y098D)), %D, 85"Ab

[ \ 82y 95"86M8 # "/ %
32285))% %, / 985)) 30 (6%6BJB %

0 A, | 8') 0 o 4 | ) YoEH S/ 4620+ 6) T 2% $o, 54K/ 4 | V) BS)- 85204 % $%6
"2288)) Alo

' 769D: B %6%, (R4 $." 89 2984 )+ | AB (BD: %) $HR2A6
! BQ "HSYR' (), - Y $)A00 -!




Name Class Date

| " HRBR () Document-Based Activity
*+,'-./,01'2 O/

3456789*")'

Recent developments in Korea confront the world with a serious crisis. The
Chinese Communist leaders have sent their troops from Manchuria to
launch a strong and well-organized attack against the United Nations
forces in North Korea. This has been done despite prolonged and earnest
efforts to bring home to the Communist leaders of China the plain fact that
neither the United Nations nor the United States has any aggressive
intentions toward China. Because of the historic friendship between the
people of the United States and China, it is particularly shocking to us to
think that Chinese are being forced into battle against our troops in the
United Nations command.

The Chinese attack was made in great force, and it still continues. It has
resulted in the forced withdrawal of large parts of the United Nations
command. The battlefield situation is uncertain at this time. We may suffer
reverses as we have suffered them before. But the forces of the United
Nations have no intention of abandoning their mission in Korea.

If the United Nations yields to the forces of aggression, no nation will be
safe or secure. If aggression is successful in Korea, we can expect it to
spread throughout Asia and Europe to this hemisphere. We are fighting in
Korea for our own national security and survival.

We have committed ourselves to the cause of a just and peaceful world
order through the United Nations. We stand by that commitment.

We shall meet the new situation in three ways.

We shall continue to work in the United Nations for concerted action to
halt this aggression in Korea.

We shall intensify our efforts to help other free nations strengthen their
defenses in order to meet the threat of aggression elsewhere.

We shall rapidly increase our own military strength.

—President Harry Truman
Press conference comments, November 30, 1950

1. How did the battlefield situation in Korea change in November 19507

2. How do you think the new situation affected other nations around the world?
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Communist Advances and Military Threats in East Asia,

November 1950

The Korean War
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1. How did the mapmakers assess Chinese goals regarding Korea?

2. How do you think this map influenced Americans during the Korean War?
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DOCUMENT 6

Before You Read The following words in the document below may be
new to you: ! "# &$'() ("(&+"(,, "(# B, ! & -. You may want to use
a dictionary to look them up.

6. Failure of the current armistice negotiations would indicate the desire of
the enemy to prolong the hostilities in Korea, possibly for an indefinite
period at approximately the same scale as heretofore. The Joint Chiefs of
Staff consider that the measures which they now recommend in that
premise!would, in all probability, be sufficient to maintain military
pressure on the Communist forces in Korea but would not be adequate to
achieve a conclusive military decision in the Korean struggle.

7. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have considered other military courses of
action for the attainment of a military decision which would allow
achievement of a political settlement of the Korean problem satisfactory to
the United States. They have concluded that any such military courses of
action would require the employment of significant additional United
States forces and means.

8. From the United States military point of view, the immobilization of
United States ground, air, and naval forces in inconclusive operations in
Korea over an indefinite period of time with the attendant attrition of
manpower and materiel may become unacceptable. Moreover, it must be
expected that, in the event armistice negotiations fail, United States public
opinion may demand the adoption of military measures adequate to
achieve a satisfactory military conclusion of the Korean struggle. The Joint
Chiefs of Staff are aware of the implications involved in the intensification
of military action in Korea on a greatly increased scale.

—Omar Bradley, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
NSC-118, Report for the Commander of UN Forces, November 9, 1951

1. What was the military situation in Korea at the time of this report?

2. What did Chairman Omar Bradley suggest might happen if the armistice negotiations
failed?
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DOCUMENT 7

Whatever the Communist attitude toward an armistice has been or now is,
it is clear that their ability to increase their military capabilities in Korea
lessens any willingness on their part to make concessions to obtain an
armistice . . . Their increased capabilities [mean] that the United Nations
Command is confronted with enemy forces, with good morale, numerically
superior in strength, with adequate logistic support, and disposed in
extremely well organized defensive positions in depth. A growing air
potential including jet light bombers adds to these capabilities . . .
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(1) Except with approval of higher authority in Washington, UN forces
will not cross Manchuria or USSR border of Korea.

(2) Air and offensive naval surface operations should not be conducted
within 12 miles to seaward of the coasts of Manchuria or of the USSR on
the Asiatic mainland.

(3) Aerial reconnaissance over all Korean territory, including coastal
waters, is authorized up to, the Yalu River on the West Coast, but short of
the Korean-Soviet international boundary on the East Coast.

(4) Only the President as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces has
authority to order or authorize preventive U.S. action against
concentrations on the Chinese mainland.

(5) Employment of atomic weapons is authorized “only in the event our
forces in that area would otherwise be faced with a military disaster”, and
upon approval of the President . . .

(7) Naval blockade will not be imposed against China.

—NSC-147
“Analysis of Possible Courses of Action in Korea,” April 2, 1953

1. What advantages did the Communist forces have at the time of this report?

2. What do you think was the purpose of the restrictions leaders had placed on United
Nations and U.S. forces?
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