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?ece/t 2evel,7#e/t) i/ C,8ea c,/D8,/t the w,8l2 with a )e8i,.) c8i)i)A The 

Chi/e)e C,##./i)t lea2e8) have )e/t thei8 t8,,7) D8,# Ma/ch.8ia t, 

la./ch a )t8,/9 a/2 well0,89a/iHe2 attacI a9ai/)t the U/ite2 Nati,/) 
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D4C6M8NT : 

Before You Read  The following words in the document below may be 

new to you: ! "# $%&$'(, ) ( "(&*+* "( , , "(# $%( , ! &&"$&$*- . You may want to use 

a dictionary to look them up. 

6. Failure of the current armistice negotiations would indicate the desire of 

the enemy to prolong the hostilities in Korea, possibly for an indefinite 

period at approximately the same scale as heretofore. The Joint Chiefs of 

Staff consider that the measures which they now recommend in that 

premise!would, in all probability, be sufficient to maintain military 

pressure on the Communist forces in Korea but would not be adequate to 

achieve a conclusive military decision in the Korean struggle. 

7. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have considered other military courses of 

action for the attainment of a military decision which would allow 

achievement of a political settlement of the Korean problem satisfactory to 

the United States. They have concluded that any such military courses of 

action would require the employment of significant additional United 

States forces and means. 

8. From the United States military point of view, the immobilization of 

United States ground, air, and naval forces in inconclusive operations in 

Korea over an indefinite period of time with the attendant attrition of 

manpower and materiel may become unacceptable. Moreover, it must be 

expected that, in the event armistice negotiations fail, United States public 

opinion may demand the adoption of military measures adequate to 

achieve a satisfactory military conclusion of the Korean struggle. The Joint 

Chiefs of Staff are aware of the implications involved in the intensification 

of military action in Korea on a greatly increased scale. 

—Omar Bradley, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

NSC-118, Report for the Commander of UN Forces, November 9, 1951 

 1. What was the military situation in Korea at the time of this report? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. What did Chairman Omar Bradley suggest might happen if the armistice negotiations 

failed? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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