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DOCUMENT 2 

Before You Read  The following words in the document below may be 

new to you: disposition, grandeur. You may want to use a dictionary to 

look them up. 

FRENCH OFFICERS SHOULD TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE 

IMPORTANCE OF THE MILITARY EFFORT MADE BY THE 

UNITED STATES. 

In April of 1917, at the moment of their entrance into the war, the 

United States did not have, properly speaking, an army. 

Within a year they have adopted universal and obligatory military 

service, raised, armed, equipped, and sent to France several hundred 

thousand men, and all of this is only the beginning. They have thus 

accomplished a task of military organization without precedent in history. 

They have accomplished and are now accomplishing within the interior of 

France various works of enormous importance (improvements of the ports 

of St. Nazaire and Bordeaux, storehouses and ice plants at Gièvres, etc.), 

which will remain after the war and will enable us to undertake the 

economic struggle under exceptionally favorable conditions as to 

equipment. 

The American Red Cross is placing at our disposition considerable 

sums, to relieve people who have met with all kinds of misfortunes. 

The General, Commander-in-Chief, desires that during their 

conversations with American officers the French officers prove to the 

American that the French fully appreciate the importance of the effort 

furnished by America and the grandeur of the service rendered to France. 

—General Henri Pétain, commander of the French armies 

Letter of instruction to French liaison officers, May 8, 1918 

 1. What military and non-military assistance did Americans provide to France? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. How did General Henri Pétain feel about America’s role in the war? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 



Name _____________________________ Class _________________  Date __________________  

Activity 8 Document-Based Activity 

The First World War 

Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. All rights reserved. 

 59 Document-Based Activities 

DOCUMENT 3 

St. Nazaire, France, June 28, 1917 

 1. This photograph of American ships arriving in France was taken about three months 

after the United States formally entered the war. What are these ships carrying? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. If this photo had appeared in newspapers at the time, how do you think people in the 

Allied countries, the Central Powers, and the United States would have reacted? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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DOCUMENT 4 

I have just returned from a thorough inspection of the Services of Supply, 

having spent a day at each of the western ports of France and visited all of 

the principle depots, remount stations and hospitals . . . The results are 

especially gratifying in view of the handicap of the shortage of labor and 

material that has existed since April on account of tonnage being devoted 

to transportation of combatant troops to the exclusion of S.O.S. [Services 

of Supply] troops. I am satisfied now that we have builded properly and 

that there is no question whatever that the ports and our Services of Supply 

will be able to provide for the needs of our extended program. 

. . . Right now there is a capacity approximating 25,000 tons per day at 

all our ports including Marseille and this will continue to increase . . . with 

our needs. Port efficiency will increase with experience and additional men 

and equipment. 

. . . With the increased personnel and material called for, the rail 

facilities will be adequate. There need be no worry as to our ability to 

handle supplies as fast as our expanding tonnage will require. Even with 

scant labor supply, we have repaired about 13,000 French cars and a 

proportionate number of engines. 

. . . Notwithstanding the scattered units of the command, supply trains 

have never failed to reach our troops, who have never been short of food 

for a day . . . 

The work of engineers in construction is now only a matter of men and 

material, both of which are in sight . . . The great warehouses at Gièvres, 

Châteauroux, Méhun, and Is-sur-Tille are well advanced and will prove 

adequate for all requirements. 

—John J. Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary Force 

Cable to Secretary of War Newton D. Baker, August 7, 1918 

 1. The Services of Supply was responsible for obtaining, storing, and distributing 

supplies for American forces. What challenges did it encounter in France? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. In this cable, how did John Pershing assess the capabilities of the Services of Supply? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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DOCUMENT 5 

Before You Read  The following words in the document below may be 

new to you: requisitioned, droves, doughboy, laggards, aviators. You may 

want to use a dictionary to look them up. 

The zero hour was 1:05 a.m., the heavy artillery starting it off . . . For four 

hours the deafening roar continued as our messengers of death were hurled 

into enemy territory. Then at 5:00 our infantry preceded by tanks went over 

the top, making a picture of dash and activity. 

Not content with ordinary progress the boys of our division leaped ahead 

of the clumsy tanks and pressed forward in irresistible waves to the 

German trenches. 

The enemy artillery reply was feeble, though the infantry machine-gun 

and rifle fire was more menacing. 

Our artillery fire in the first place demoralized enemy resistance, and the 

Boche [Germans] are surrendering in droves. Surely they must regret 

giving up these luxurious dugouts and trenches which they have lived in 

for four years. Many of them even have electric lights and good furniture 

“requisitioned” from nearby French villages. 

We must have slipped up on the enemy because they left a great deal of 

equipment, ammunition and food . . . Up here in the advance we pass 

prisoners in droves of from ten to a hundred with a doughboy in the rear 

prodding the laggards with a bayonet whenever necessary . . . 

The doughboys are still advancing swiftly. In the air we are supreme. 

We are not in the position of the rat in the cage, as we were at Chateau-

Thierry when enemy planes swooped down upon us and threw streams of 

machine-gun bullets into our ranks. This time the tables are turned. We see 

our aviators flying over the retreating enemy, dropping bombs and creating 

havoc. 

—Corporal Elmer Sherwood, American Expeditionary Force 

Journal entry, September 12, 1918, St. Mihiel, France 

 1. What was the sequence of events in the American offensive on St. Mihiel? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. How did this victory represent significant progress for the Allies? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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DOCUMENT 6 

Before You Read  The following words in the document below may be 

new to you: salient, adversary, formidable. You may want to use a 

dictionary to look them up. 

The reduction of the St. Mihiel salient completed the first task of the 

American Army. Its elimination freed . . . rail communications and the 

roads that paralleled the Meuse [River] north from St. Mihiel. These at 

once became available for our use in the greater offensive to be undertaken 

immediately. We had restored to France 200 square miles of territory and 

had placed our army in a favorable situation for future operations . . . 

This striking victory completely demonstrated the wisdom of building 

up a distinct American army. No form of propaganda could overcome the 

depressing effect on the enemy’s morale of the fact that a new adversary 

had been able to put a formidable army in the field against him which, in 

its first offensive, could win such an important engagement. This result, 

after nearly a year and a half of working and waiting, must have 

tremendously heartened our people at home, as it gave them a tangible 

reason to believe that our contribution to the war would be the deciding 

factor. It inspired our troops with unlimited confidence which was to stand 

them in good stead against the weary days and nights of battle they were to 

experience later on. The St. Mihiel victory probably did more than any 

single operation of the war to encourage the tired Allies. After the years of 

doubt and despair, of suffering and loss, it brought them assurance of the 

final defeat of an enemy whose armies had seemed well-nigh invincible. 

The French people of all classes were loud in their praise of Americans. 

—John J. Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary Force 

My Experiences in the World War 

 1. How did the victory at St. Mihiel benefit the U.S. military forces in France? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. How did the Battle of St. Mihiel affect the mood of the Germans, the Allies, and 

Americans at home? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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DOCUMENT 7 

Before You Read  The following words in the document below may be 

new to you: reconnaissance, arduous. You may want to use a dictionary to 

look them up. 

In relinquishing command of the air troops of the 1st Army, I desire to 

express my admiration and appreciation for the manner in which their duty 

has been performed by the whole command. You came into full battle a 

new and untried organization. You served shoulder to shoulder with our 

French, British and Italian Allies. You have shot down and destroyed two 

hundred sixty-one airplanes and thirty balloons. You have covered the 

army while it has been attacking, marching and holding its positions. Your 

reconnaissance has extended over the enemy’s whole position to a great 

depth, both night and day, and you have worked smoothly and 

energetically with our Allies, and have met the best air troops the enemy 

possesses, and destroyed them . . . 

In all your work remember the arduous duties of the troops on the 

ground. When you are freezing in the air, they are wading over the 

battlefields deep in mud and debris; when you are getting the enemy’s 

tracer bullets and anti-aircraft fire through your planes, they are going 

through the artillery and machine gun fire below you. Their losses 

correspond to yours. You must protect them and show them the way 

forward. Work closely with them, because only by the combined work of 

all arms will our full power be developed. 

—Brigadier General William Mitchell 

Chief of Air Service, First Army, American Expeditionary Force 

Order given as he took up a new command, October 21, 1918 

 1. What were the two main messages that General William Mitchell wanted to convey 

to the air troops? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 2. What were some of the accomplishments of the Air Service of the U.S. First Army? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Writing a Document-Based Essay 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT  When World War I began in Europe in August 

1914, the United States declared its neutrality. In practice, however, 

American trade policies favored the Allied nations. U.S. commerce with 

Britain and France tripled, while trade with Germany nearly disappeared. 

In January 1917 Germany started targeting all merchant ships destined for 

Britain. After German submarines sank several American vessels, the 

United States declared war on Germany in April 1917. A year and a half 

later the Allies finally defeated the Central Powers. 

TASK  Using information from the documents and your knowledge of 

American history, write an essay in which you: 

• Explain how the United States contributed to the Allied war effort 

during World War I. 

• Discuss the role America played in determining the outcome of the 

conflict. 

Part B 

DIRECTIONS  Using the information from the documents provided and 

your knowledge of American history, write a well-organized essay that 

includes an introduction, a body of several paragraphs, and a conclusion. In 

the body of the essay, use examples from at least four documents. Support 

your response with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional 

outside information. 

GUIDELINES 

In your essay, be sure to: 

• Address all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and 

interpreting at least four documents. 

• Incorporate information from the documents in the body of the essay. 

• Incorporate relevant outside information. 

• Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details. 

• Use a logical and clear plan of organization. 

• Introduce the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a 

simple statement of the Task or Historical Context. 

• Conclude the essay with a summation of the theme. 


